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UM MUSICIANS TO PRESENT WORK AT NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
MISSOULA-
University of Montana students Elisha Williams and Jason Vamado and UM Assistant
Society for Electro-acoustic Music in the United States.
The conference will be held March 30-April 1 at the University of Oregon in Eugene.
Williams, who is from Frenchtown, began her music technology studies in 2004. She is 
a UM music major, composer and pianist. Williams will present her composition “Silver 
Morning” for quadraphonic computer-generated sound. The piece is a combination of recorded 
audio and digitally synthesized sounds.
Vamado, a UM senior from Helena, majors in philosophy. He began his studies in music 
technology in 2002. He will present “Epitaph,” a composition for octaphonic computer-generated 
sound that was inspired by Bart, a Kodiak bear of Hollywood fame. On a more transcendental 
level the piece is a eulogy for the Great Bear, a species that gets nearer extinction with every 
passing day.
Nichols, a composer, violinist and computer music researcher, teaches composition and 
music technology at UM. He studied at the Eastman School of Music, Yale and Stanford 
universities, and has presented compositions at national and international festivals. At this year’s
Professor Charles Nichols have been selected to perform at this year’s annual conference of the
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SEAMUS conference, he will present “The Air Inside Our Heads” for electric violin and 
computer.
“The Air Inside Our Heads” was originally composed as music for one scene of an 
interactive video-conference of multimedia collaboration among six universities, an interplay 
titled “Loose Minds in the Box.” The music plays with the idea of resonant and reverberant 
space.
“It is an honor to have the pieces by students in the University’s Composition and Music 
Technology program, as well as my piece, accepted to the national conference,” Nichols said. 
“This is the first time that students from The University of Montana will participate in this 
prestigious conference, and it is a great opportunity to present to a national audience the high- 
quality work that composition students in the Department of Music are producing.”
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